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No man, indeed, did more to create and foster the new
national spirit in Spain than this Asturian Alfonso/ who would
be bound by no treaty with the infidel,, and who, first of Spanish,
or indeed of Christian kings, earned for himself the title of the
Catholic.13 It was Alfonso, too, in the course of his eighteen
years of growing dominion, who commenced the building of the
long line of castles on his southern and eastern frontier which
secured the defence and suggested the name of the greatest of
the new provinces of Christian Spain. The king died at Cangas
in 756", and the angels, we are told, sang celestial psalms over
his sepulchre.3

Fmela, the eldest son of Alfonso, succeeded, on his father's
death in 757, to a kingdom extending by an uncertain tenure
of temporary conquest, nominal tribute, and constant encroach-
ment, over Gallicia, the Asturias, Biscay, and Navarre, together
with some frontier towns and debatable districts on the borders
of the plain country, which were afterwards included in the
kingdoms of Leon and Castile. A tributary of Abdur Rahman,
Fruola did nothing to extend his Christian territories; but his
harsh and savage disposition led to frequent rebellions of his
Christian subjects, which were suppressed with conventional
seventy and unusual success.

Nor did he maintain friendly relations with the Church.
Witiza had rendered himself obnoxious to the bishops by his
encouragement of clerical matrimony; Fruela incurred their
hostility by forbidding it.4 But by way of compensation, no
doubt, for this interference with the ecclesiastical power, he
laid the foundation of a magnificent Christian temple, on a spot
where some monks had set up a shrine to St. Vincent, around
whose sacred walls arose the town of Ovetum, the modern city

1(1 The Terrible Alfonso, the manslaycr, son of th<; sword, slew tens of
thousands of Moslems. He burned houses and dwellings, and no treaty could be
made with him" El Lagi, quoted by Lafuente, in., St.

Dunham, quoting Sebastian of Salamanca, am ties Arabes occitpatores civitatum
interficicns, says placidly, ii., 125, ''Such an cxttrmiNttthm of the Mohammedan
inhabitants to'make room for his Christian colonists was a just retribution on the
heads of the followers of a sanguinary Faith ". A strange nineteenth century
Christian gloss! If such things can be written in the Cabinet in 1832, it is hardly
surprising "that the retributive justice practised in the mountains should have been
somewhat one-sided in 750.

2 Reccnred was, of course, the first Catholic king of Spain; but the first who
is known by the distinctive title is this Alfonso.

3t3ebast. Salmont., 15, in Espafla Sagradct, xiii. ; Dunham, ii., is6; Dozy,
Histoire, torn. Hi,, 24-25*

4 Mariana, vii., 4.